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The Holiness of the Church

No one could doubt that the Protestant Reformation shattered the institutional
anity of the Western church. Most people, then as now, regretted this, but many
Protestants claimed that it had to be done because the church was corrupt.
The clergy were often living in ways that belied their vows and profession.
The laypeople were generally ignorant and left to their own devices. Only a
thoroughgoing reform could put these matters right, and it was the resistance
of the hierarchy and its supporters that caused the division. Had everyone
seen the need for change and supported it there could have been 2 Reforma-
tion that cransformed the entire church and preserved its outward unity on
the spiritual principles that in theory defined its existence. Not surprisingly,
therefore, the question of what makes a church holy and acceptable to God
soon came to the forefront of the Reformation debates. It is in the different
answers that were given tO that challenge that we canl see most clearly what
set the different parties involved apart from one another. L
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